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REMARKS 

The Examiner is thanked tor promptly arranging the personal interview of August 22 and 
also for sending a courtesy copy of the resulting interview summary, which saved the Applicant 
several days in prosecution. [Required Applicants' summary: the issues were discussed as noted 
by the Examiner.] 

The Applicants submit that entry of this amendment is proper, for the following reason: 
the presently-requested amendment at the end of claim 1, which was suggested by the Examiner 
at the interview, is unrelated to any outstanding rejection. It addresses a concern of the Examiner 
which is not of record and was first mentioned to the Applicants on August 22, 2006. Therefore, 
the Applicants could not have been expected to make this amendment earlier, i.e., prior to the 
final rejection. 

With respect, the outstanding rejection is based on a mis-apprehension, as the Examiner 
explains in the Interview Summary; and the mis-apprehension appears to be the entire basis of 
the rejection. Moreover, the Applicants already traversed the rejection on the same basis of mis- 
apprehension in their earlier response.' Following that response, it would have been proper for 
the Examiner to either allow the claims or to make a new, non-final rejection. 
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In view of these facts, the Applicants respectfully request entry and allowance of claims 
1-3, or else a non-final office action containing a new ground of rejection. 

As to the other independent claims 8, 10f and 17, the Applicants request Examiner's 
reconsideration of the arguments previously submitted on January 31 , 2006. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Nick Bromer (Reg. No. 33,478) 
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